
The MFC P&PP&OA is a non-profit 
organisation that has created a 

benevolent fund to support those less 
fortunate members who are suffering various 
types of hardship.

In conjunction with the AFL Past Players 
Alumni, and as noted above, this benevolent 
fund aims to support past players and officials 
suffering challenges in a number of areas.

We are asking for members and other 
interested parties to donate $100 to our 
benevolent fund.

  BSB No - 063 204

  Account No - 1008 8589

  Name - MFC Past & Present Players’ & 
  Officials’ Association Ltd

Our newsletters will continue to highlight the 
support we have given to those Association 
members suffering hardship.

All donors throughout 2020 will be listed in 
our 2020 newsletters.
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Welcome to 2020. Last year was a very 
successful year for the P&PP&OA for a 

number of reasons. 

1. Relationships 
We held eight functions, that were well 
attended and enabled our members to 
maintain their strong friendships and 
connections

2. Welfare 
Our welfare program helped over a dozen 
members who needed our assistance and 
support. Well done to John Ahern and Paul 
Hopgood, who drove this program

3. Pastoral care 
Paul Burnham did another outstanding job, 
supporting around 50 members

 

4. Communication 
Lynda Carroll once again did a fantastic job 
with putting together our newsletters and 
Instagram account

5. Future planning 
Twenty of our members attended a workshop 
facilitated by Chris Connolly, in order to create a 
three to five year plan for our Association. This 
will be implemented in the coming year.

The support that we would like to be able to 
continue to provide our members emerges 
across a number of areas. 

1. Benevolent Fund 
Build a benevolent fund to support our 
welfare and pastoral care programs, and – in 
conjunction with the AFL Past Players Alumni 
Benevolent Fund – support past players and 
officials suffering challenges in the areas of 
mental health, addiction, financial hardship, 
acute medical conditions, chronic illness and 
general well-being

2. Heritage Committee 
Form a Heritage Committee that works with the 
Melbourne Football Club to protect the history 
of our club, and assists in nominating past and 
present players for club and industry awards

3. Functions 
To foster member relationships with a variety 
of functions, including match day get togethers, 
reunions and smaller group events

4. Communication 
Regular newsletters to keep our members 
informed of our activities will be a focus in 2020

5. Strategic plan 
Implement our strategic plan in order to build a 
strong, caring and vibrant Association.

In order to fulfil these objectives, it is very 
important that we are in a strong commercial 
position, and YOUR backing will be critical for 
YOUR Association to continue to provide the 
appropriate support. We will be sharing initiatives 
regarding how you can assist us with this objective 
within our newsletters and at our events.

Where events are concerned, we have – as 
always – planned for match day functions at a 
number of MCG home games. However, given 
current and anticipated changes to the fixture, 
we just don’t know what will happen. As the 
season unfolds, we will keep in touch with as 
many members as possible to let you know of 
upcoming match day events. Please keep an 
eye on your email, as well as Instagram -  
@mfcpastplayers - and mfcpastplayers.com.au.

While we are currently uncertain as to the 
progress of the 2020 season, I look forward 
to seeing the red and blue in action, and 
to meeting up with members and friends 
throughout the year. 
Rod Grinter 
Chairman, MFCP&PP&OA

A  M e ss a g e 
f r o m  t h e 
C h a i r m a n  

- ROD GRINTER

B E N E VO L E N T  F U N D
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 mfcpastplayers.com.au
 Instagram @mfcpastplayers

The AFL Players Association provides 
services for AFL players who have played 

one senior AFL game, working in conjunction 
with the MFC P&PP&OA’s Welfare and 
Pastoral Care programs, via which we 
provide important support for our officials 
and past players of all grades suffering 
hardship. The Association also provides 
opportunities for our members to attend 
functions and activities to maintain the 
relationships built throughout their time at 
the Melbourne Football Club.

It is extremely important that we have up to 
date email addresses to communicate the 
services offered through the Association. Our 
Secretary, Spike Harris, with the enthusiastic 
support of MFC stalwarts Julie Lockhart 
and son James, is driving our membership 
campaign. As the database has around 
670 names on it, communication can – 
on occasion – be a challenge. The main 
aim at present is to particularly increase 
the amount of email details on hand for 
everyone from veteran players to support 
staff and Under 19s players.

The list below represents those whose email 
details were being sought at the time of 
writing. If you have already been contacted, 
please ignore this listing. If you have details 
for someone on this list, please encourage 
them to contact Spike Harris, on 0411 235 073, 
or spike.w.harris@gmail.com, to update their 
contact information.

D E M O N  DATA BA S E

We were all saddened to hear of the 
recent deaths of two members of 

the MFC family. Their involvement over 

many years is testament to the diversity of 
connections to the red and blue, and we pass 
on our sincerest condolences to the families 
of Peter and John.

Peter K. Smith – long time MFC dentist, 
committed supporter and friend of all.

John Monahan – MFC stalwart, valued 
contributor as volunteer and leader of 
supporter groups.

VA L E

Football is a game of statistics, and this is true 
for everyone involved. One of those for whom 

the figures have been quietly adding up over the 
years is Association chaplain, Paul Burnham.

With notes kept relating to every visit and phone 
call he makes, Burnham concludes that he has 
had ‘783 contacts – some of those are multiples 
for one person – over the last ten years.’

His time in red and 
blue goes back 
to the end of the 
1980s, when he was 
appointed the MFC’s 
first chaplain in 1989, 
under the umbrella 
of John Northey. This continued through 
Neil Balme’s coaching stint, with Burnham 
spending eight years altogether in the role.

The connections were maintained beyond 
this, as Burnham reacquainted himself with 
John Northey, serving as chaplain for the 
Ballarat Swans in a stint that included the 
2008 premiership. Moving back to Melbourne 
in 2009, he ‘caught up with Jim Stynes and 
Chris Connolly, and a new role as P&PP&OA 
chaplain was born.’

Now, a decade on, Burnham also holds the 
role of chaplain to Victoria Police – a position 
that he has held for 40 years, and which was 
recognised with the awarding of a Service 
Medal for his work. It is fitting recognition 
of the part he plays in so many lives, 
testament to his brand of ‘proactive pastoral 
care’, helping individuals in need to access 
appropriate resources, as well as providing 
empathy and understanding at all times.

YOUR COMMITTEE – PAUL ‘THE REV’ BURNHAM

Alford, Dean

Armstrong, Steven

Bennell, Jamie

Carroll, John

Cheney, Kyle

Cook, Lucas 

Coote, Travis 

Ellis, Shaun

Federuk, Mike

Foot, Paul

Garland, Colin

Hanlon, Matt

Heaver, Brent

Hocking, Joel 

Keogh, Rod 

Lemon, Robert

Maric, Addam

Martin, Stef

Miller, Brad

Millett, Paul

Mottram, Shane

Nelson, Scott

O’Sullivan, Mark

Petterd, Ricky

Power, Matt

Prendergast, Corey

Putamorsi, David

Roberts, Allan

Scardamalia, Dom

Sibraa, Shane

Stiegler, Chris

Stocker, Anthony

Werner, Matt

Wonaeamirri, Austin

Paul Burnham, always part of the MFC - seen here with Penny, Chris 
and Michael Connolly at Michael’s christening in the early 1990s

Keeping contact across the seasons


